
A WALK AROUND 
POTTERNE 

This walk takes you around some of the boundary of Potterne parish. There are wonderful views all 
along the route, which is mostly along local Byways or footpaths. 
In total it is just over 7.5 miles and about a three and a half hour walk. However there are lots of options 
to make it shorter and I have given alternative walks back after 3.25 miles, 4.6 miles and another after 
6.1 miles. 
Mostly it is easy walking, but there are one or two shortish steep climbs and you do have to cross the 
main road twice. Also bear in mind that I walked this route in early May when grass and stinging nettles 
were short. Long trousers might be a better option at some times of the year, and do wear stout shoes. 
The route often goes across fields, but it is possible to walk round the fields if there are crops. There 
are a couple of stiles at the beginning of the walk with stock-proof fencing, so not easy if you can’t lift 
your dog over. Also take a lead for fields where there are sheep, and avoid fields with other livestock. 
Don’t expect a walk-in-the-park! If you don’t know the area very well, taking an OS Map or Footpath 
App is a good idea.

Linda Kavanagh
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Part 1: Eastwell to Grubbe’s Wood 

The walk starts on the main A360 Potterne to West  
Lavington road just before the turning to Urchfont, at the  
Millennium Pump. 

Cross the road and go through the small metal gate. 

Once in the wood you will see a stile just ahead, which 
you cross and then walk over the field to the stile on the 
opposite side. From here follow the direction signs 
across another field heading for a five bar gate with stile 
beside it. 

Take this to go through a wood, keeping to the right of 
the fence. 

There is a well-trodden path over a low bridge which 
then leads to a stile into a field.    

Go left keeping to the edge of the field, which may have 
crops.   

After a short distance you will see a stile in the hedge 
on the left which takes you into Little Larborough. Keep 
to the left of the building in front of you, and then follow 
the drive away from the property to come back to the 
main road. 

Take great care crossing the road!  Directly opposite you 
will see a gate and a stile, which can be overgrown, into 
the field. 

Now you are away from the road the walk becomes 
more straightforward.  On my walk I saw 6 deer in this 
field – obviously not used to being disturbed! You are 
now heading to Park Farm, Potterne Wick. 

Cross the field to the right hand corner and then cross 
the next stile, following the direction sign. There is 
slightly raised causeway taking you across the field. You 
will soon see a stream.  Head to the right of this over a 
bridge and up some steps. 

In the next field follow the fence on the right. 

You will come to a stile in the hedge, by a large tree.  A 
direction sign points straight over, but if there are crops 
go round the edge of the field to the right.  If you look 
behind you here you will see an unusual view of Blounts 
Court. 

Carry on round the field and go through a gap in the 
hedge towards Park Farm. 
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Once at the farm go round to the left, 
before going through the farmyard. 

A track will lead to a five bar gate onto 
Potterne Wick Lane. 

Continue along the road, away from 
the farm for about 50yds til you come 
to Park Cottages on your right.  The 
right of way goes diagonally across a 
small paddock which is just in front of 
the cottage. There are two stiles to 
cross, and then follow the hedge to the 
right for about 250 yards. Then bear 
right through a gap. 

Cross a gate and a second gate shortly after, keeping to the left. 

Continue along a farm track with a hedge on the left and fence on the right. There are 
good views here over farmland to Park Farm and Salisbury plain in the distance. 

The walk now heads up to Stroud Hill Farm and Potterne woods. 

The farm track turns left and goes 
through a small wood and then left at 
five bar gate, continuing with a hedge 
on your left. (Don’t take the gated 
bridleway to the right.) 

At the next gate go slightly right  
towards a hedge and over a slightly 
wonky stile. Ahead of you will see a 
wooden bridge, which you cross. The 
stream is at the bottom of steep banks, 
with the bridge high above it. In winter 
the fields here sometimes flood. 

Go directly over the next field and cross a stile over a ditch. Head slightly right along the 
hedge line. 

Go over the next stile and then right on to Stroud Hill Lane. Turn left up the hill towards 
Stroud Hill Farm. 

Right next to the farm the road bends sharply left. Take the Byway ahead which carries 
straight on up through Grubbe Woods. 

It is a short byway, and you soon come to a junction. 

OPTION POINT 1 
At this point you have walked 3.25 miles and you have a choice. To end the walk, 
turn left and the track takes you to Coxhill Lane and the George and Dragon in the 
centre of the village.
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Part 2:  Grubbe’s Wood 
            to A360 Layby 
To continue the longer route, turn right 
at the junction. 

After a quarter of a mile turn left at a 
byway signpost. This byway Is known 
as Broad Lane and takes you past One 
Tree Hill. It is easy walking with lovely 
views far and wide.  

Stay on the byway ignoring other foot-
path signs. After half a mile the path 
becomes narrow and goes steeply 
downhill with hedges on both sides 

You come to a large beech tree in front of you, which is the start of Drews Pond nature 
reserve. Do not carry on but take a path to the left, through a broken metal kissing gate. 

Then follow the side of the field towards Montecello Farm. The path narrows and goes 
slightly right across the front of the farm.   

Keep to the track which takes you round to the left. The track runs parallel to the Devizes 
Road behind the houses and comes out at the large lay-by. 

OPTION POINT 2 
At this point you have walked a total of 4.63 miles (1.38 miles from Grubbe’s Wood) 
and you have a choice. To end the walk here, turn left and follow the A360 main road 
back to Potterne.

Part 3: A360 Layby to Furze Hill Lane 

To continue the longer route, cross the road and turn right towards Devizes. 

Carry on past the houses on the left. The last one is number 53 and next to this house 
there is a stile into the field. 

Bear right across the field to a tree next to a gate and stile.  

Now head down and left to a small red brick building and cross the stile. This is Range-
bourne Mill. Walk down the drive ahead, taking a narrow walkway on the left over the 
stream. 

Ahead is the only steep climb of the walk – Jacob’s Ladder! It’s a very narrow path with 
tall hedge on the right, and a fence on the left. It brings you out into a field. 

Over the stile, initially you walk along keeping the hedge on your right. Gradually head 
towards houses on the left and walk along a hedge on your left. In the corner there is 
stile on the left, leading steeply down some rather uneven steps, which could be slippery 
in wet weather. 

Turn left here into Hartmoor Lane which becomes Furze Hill Lane, which takes you past  
Furze Hill Farm for about three quarters mile to Whistley Lane. 
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Part 4: Furze Hill Lane to Abbot’s Ball Farm 

To continue, walk to the end of Furze Hill Lane to the Junction with Whistley Road. 

If you are walking in springtime you have the option of walking along the raised causeway 
which runs parallel to Furze Hill Lane; it is a lovely bluebell wood (see photo below). 
Watch out for the moat which has deep water in places. Also be sure to return to Furze 
Hill Lane after a short distance. 

At Whistley Road, turn right, and then immedi-
ately turn left into Five Lanes. Initially this is a 
tarmac road until you reach the old Mill School 
when it becomes gravel. 

Continue until you meet Five Lanes Junction 
after a mile; at Five Lanes, take the Bridle-
way/Footpath first on the left. 

Continue down this path to the end, where it 
intersects the Worton Road at Abbots Ball Farm.

OPTION POINT 3 
You now have completed 6.1 miles (1.48 miles from 
the A360 Layby). If you wish to return to Potterne at 
this stage, look out for a metal seat on the left side 
about half a mile along Furze Hill Lane, overlooking 
the village. 

The right of way from the seat goes straight down the 
field, with a hedge on your right. When you reach the 
bottom, go over the bridge and through a copse. You 
come to a large field. Initially go straight across and 
then head slightly right until you reach the hedge on 
the other side. There is usually a well-trodden path. 
Turn right along the hedge and this will bring you into 
Whistley Road. Turn left back to Potterne.

You have reached the end of the walk – you 
have travelled a total of 7.58 miles (1.48 miles 
since the metal seat in Furze Hill Lane). 

Turning left, it is about half a mile back to 
Potterne down Court Hill, which emerges  
adjacent to the George and Dragon. 

I hope you enjoy the walk!  Let me know how 
you get on: lindakavanagh@btinternet.com
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Download PDF and GPX files of this walk at https://potterne123.uk/gallery/walks


